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A LETTER, &c. 


REVEREND SIR, 


As you ſometimes moralize with 


Epictetus, it is not improbable that you may 
ſometimes dramatize with Shakeſpear. If you 
do, you will not be at & loſs to diſcover the 
origin of the motto which ſtands in the title 
page; and which I ſhall endeavour to keep 
before me, as the object of my attention, in 
the addreſs which I now proceed to direct to 
you, 

My purpoſe in writing to you, is not te de- 
fend Dr. Hawker; for, in his conteſt with you, 
he is © himſelf an hoſt.” It is not to defend 


his doftrines; for, if they never ſuſtain a more 


formidable attack than yours, their ſafety will 
never be endangered.“ It is not to argue the 


* EY & f Toxn x) 79 Ja- Qincr geb ahvorrin, ovuigela 
F bed pale, Taro ru; Pos ia; nlapoc. | 
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merits of Calviniſm or Arminianiſm; wiſer 
heads than mine, and cooler heads than yours, 
- have furniſhed the world with all that can be 
ſaid, and ſometimes more than needed to have 
been ſaid, on theſe exhauſted topics. It is 
not to tell you that I ever reviewed any of 
your works; for, in truth, with all my waſte 
of time, this mode of diſſipating it, is one 
which I never did, and I hope never ſhall fall 
into. But, Sir, it 1s to tell you a few plain 
ſolemn truths, in a calm and ſerious manner. 
Yes, Sir, in a serious manner: and, therefore, 
if you, expect amuſement and mirth, ſhut up 
the book when you are arrived thus far, for 
you will find yourſelf diſappointed if you 
go on. | 

If J was engaged in compiling a chronolo- 
gical table, I ſhould deem it worthy of record, 
nay, almoſt of being aſſumed as an æra in hiſ- 
tory; that at the cloſe of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, a Chriſtian Miniſter, uncalled and un- 
provoked, ſtood forward to the world, to hold 
up to the ridicule of the unbelieving, the un- 
godly, and the unfeeling, two perſons that 
bore” the ſacred office of ambaſſadors of Jeho- 
vah, & Prieſts of the moſt High God.” Yes, 
Sir, two perſons: one of them is the ſubje& of 
your late two letters; and if you wiſh to ſind 
the 
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the other, you may look for him in his ſtudy at 
Manaccan. It is true, the laſt unfortunate 
gentleman has became ridiculous, not through 
your deſign, but your fault :*. and as there is 
{ome reaſon why his reputation ſhould be dear 
to you, I beg leave to ſolicit you, in his be- 
half, to be more watchful how you expoſe 
him ſo wretchedly in future, 
Allow me, Sir, to ſuggeſt to you an admo- 
nition, of which you ſtand in extreme need. 
When you again prepare for the preſs any 
obſeryations addreſſed to a Clergyman, on any 
topic at all connected with religion, endeavour 
to ſober your mind, and chaſtiſe your fancy, 
by keeping your Bible at your elbow, and 
now and then reading a verſe. It will be of 
admirable uſe in checking the ſcurrjlity of 
your wit: and if you ſhould happen to turn 
to the Epiſtles of St. Paul to Timothy or Ti- 
tus, you will find a ſafe model of that ſtile and 
ſpirit in which Chriſtian Miniſters ſhould ad- 
dreſs one another. It is to the negle@ of 
ſome ſuch corrective, that I believe we muſt 
aſcribe the admiſhon of thoſe paſſages into 
your letters, in which the bounds of decorum 
and charity have been tranſgreſſed; and in 

Aue xi ale xe fers dring # ri is mo abs. 
THUCYDIDES. 
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which even the ſacred limits of truth have not 
eſcaped violation. You muſt alſo permit me 
to remonſtrate againſt the uſe which you have 
made of your -talents for jocularity. Would 
you confine your exerciſe of them ta the en- 
livening your family fire-ſide, or even to the 
exhilirating the dullneſs of viſitation dinners, 
you might eſcape cenſure:* but when you 
ſcatter your farcical jeſts among your theolo- 
4 gical ſpeculations, and even indulge yourſelf 
= in ironical ſporting with the doftrine and 
language of Scripture, we turn in diſguſt from 
the nauſeating exhibition; and queſtion, whe- 
ther the Hiſtory of the moſt corrupt age of 
| '- the Church can parallel the character which 
1 you diſplay, of a Joe Miller in Canonicals. 
4 | Afeer expoſing the irreligiouſneſs of your 
1 mirth, it might appear needleſs to diſſuade you 
from the exerciſe of it, by any other conſider- 
| ations. But judging your diſpoſition from 
your writings, I conceive your mind may be 


il — . * Mr. P. might eſcape: I do not ſay that he certainly would. Nay, 
he certainly would not; if, among his aſſociates, there was any one 
who entertained the ſentiment of Sophocles; 


— — —— — 
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ad paTair Grave imn fue. 


or who ſympathized with St. Paul in his diſlike of * fooliſh talking 
and jeſting;” and in his partiality to that ſpecies of converſation, 
which © miniſters grace unto the heaters,” 

wo «s 4% * more 
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more acceſſible to motives of a lower nature. 
I would therefore endeavour to repreſs this 
your propenſity to the ludicrous, by aſſuring 
you, that in your mode of practiſing it, it vio- 
lates ſound taſte, as much as it does true reli- 
gion.* Itmakes a medley of your page, whoſe 
incoherence and contra! are as little charac- 
teriſtic of propriety of ſtile, as the coat of an 


F might remonſtrate with Mr. Polwhele, on his having, in this 
inſtance, forgotten (if indeed he ever learned) the manners of the gentle- 
man, But, really, the Anti-Chriſtian feature of his letters is fo pro- 
minent, as almoſt to obumbrate every leſſer deformity. 

I cannot help remarking, that on the ſubje& of Mr. Polwhele's 
change of ſentiment towards Dr. Hawker; exemplified in the differ- 
ence of ſlile diſplayed in his late letter, and in that which he wrote to 
the Doctor ſome few years ago; only one opinion is entertained by 
the impartial readers of this controverſy, When Mr. P. wrote to Dr. 
H. the complimentary epiſtle, wherein he informed him how he had 
praiſed his Sermons, and what obligations the Doctor was under to his 
kindneſs, Mr. P. had ſome certain folio and quarto volumes to diſpoſt 
of, which meeting with a heavy ſale, he wiſhed to get a few ſets off 
his hands, by coaxing the Doctor to become the vender of them. Had 
the Doctor been a ryhmſler, a reviewer, a jeſter, or indeed any thing 
elſe than a conſcientious diligent parochial Miniſter, he might have 
waſted a little time in running about after cuſtomers for the-ponderous 
Hiſtory, and Hiſtorical Views, conſigned to his diſpoſal. This was 
not the caſe ;—Mr. P. therefore, finding he could make no further uſe 
of the Doctor, as a retail dealer in dull publications, determined to try 
if he could not force the Doctor to become ſubſervient to his intereſt as 
a writer, by publiſhing a letter, whoſe only chance of fale aroſe from 


iu being addreſſed to a diſtinguiſhed charaQter, and from its being cal- 


culated to feed the prevalent appetite of mankind for calumny and 
ridicule. : 
Harlequin 
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Harlequin or a Merry-Andrew is of elegance 
and gentility of attire. I am afraid you de- 
ceive yourſelf in your eſtimation of the effect 
of your attempts at humour. You are not 
aware, that what you intend for a ſmile, gives 
you the aſpett of the laughing hyæna; and, 
that the gambols, which you defign ſhould ex- 
hibit your ſportiveneſs and agility, bear a 
ſtriking reſemblance to the motions of a cer- 
taih animal, whom I have ſeen led through our 
ſtreets; whoſe dancing, in ſpite of all his own 
exertions and the well-enforced tuition of his 
leader, remained unnatural, ungraceful, and 
diſguſting. 

Allow me, Sir, to lead your attention to a 
ſubject, on which, as J have felt deeply for you, 
I ſhall remonſtrate freely with you. During 
the laſt fix or ſeven years, when I have heard 
of your multiplied literary publications, and 
your abſtruſe antiquarian reſearches; I have 
often been. impelled to aſk, — Can this man 
poſſibly recolle& that he is a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel? And really, Sir, the queſtion might 
well be aſked. I know the engroſſing ten- 
dency of ſuch purſuits as yours; and I can 
eſtimate the rapacity with which theſe © thieves 
of time” exerciſe their depredations on our 
hours, our thoughts, and our regards, If theſe 

purſuits 
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purſuits occupy a place in the attention of a 
Chriſtian Miniſter, it ought to be a very ſub- 
ordinate one: ſtrictly ſubordinate, and in en- 
tire ſubjection to that grand buſineſs, to which 
his time and talents ſhould unreſervedly be 
devoted, the converſion and ſalvation of fin- 
ners. Had you employed that time in ſearch- 
ing the Scriptures, and in prayer, which you 
have dedicated with ſo much prodigality to 


literary purſuits; you would have learned ſuch 
leſſons, and acquired ſuch tempers, as would 


utterly have prevented you from writiag the 
two letters which you have addrefled to Dr, 
Hawker; and thereby the friends of Chriſtia- 
nity would have been {pared the ſhame which 
you have compelled them to feel for you; and 
its enemies would have been deprived of the 
triumph and exultation with which your con- 
duct has furniſhed them. Depend upon it, 
Sir, whatever advantage you have derived 
from Biſche's Art of Poetry, or Prince's Wor- 
thies of Devon; you might have gained much 
more from the Goſpel. Let me adviſe you to 
ſtudy it: | 


[ 


& Notturna verſate manu, verſate diurna.”. 


The Evangeliſts have a better claim on your 


attention than the ' Muſes; and will far more 
richly 
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richly reward it. When St. Paul ſaid to Ti- 
mothy, 4% Meditate on theſe things, give thy- 
& ſelf wholly to them:” what things do you 
| ſuppoſe he meant? I apprehend, neither pro- 
vincial antiquities, nor rhymes, nor reviews, 
nor * religious jeſt-books.”* Perhaps you 
may reply, What is St. Paul's charge, in this 
te inſtance, to me? I am not Titus.” — True, 
Sir, I allow you are not: but, I wiſh you were. 
Though your perſons are not identified, your 
profeſſions are: and, generally ſpeaking, what 
was his duty, 18-yours. a 
When the wiſdom of our Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernors, in former times, enacted the ſeveral 
prohibitions, which reſtrain the clergy from 
engaging in ſecular traffic; they evidently in- 
tended to ſecure the teachers of religion from 
being embarraſſed by any concerns foreign to 
the grand purpoſes of their holy function. 
Among the occupations which the ſpirit of 
their laws has interdicted, one is unfortunately 
omitted, that of author, or book-making. I 
can only account for the omiſſion, by ſup- 


* To theſe jeſt-books of Mr. P's. how applicable is the obſervation 
of the Poet: 
Lu pus enim genuit trepidum certamen, et iram; 
Ira truces inimicitias, et funebre bellum. 
Ho R. Ep. X1X, I. 48. 


a poſing, 
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13 
poſing, that they took it for granted, that if a 
prieſt did write, print, and publiſh, it would be 
on ſubjetts connected with thoſe religious doc- 
trines which he was appointed to explain and 
inculcate. If this was their perſuaſion, I ad- 
mire their charity; and I leave it to you to 
impeach their foreſight. For my own part, 
I do not heſitate to declare my full confidence, 
that the duties of a Parochial Miniſter are in 
as much danger of interruption and ſuſpenſion. 
from an ardent attachment to Belles Lettres 
and worldly ſcience, as from the exerciſe of a 
mechanical trade, or a commercial ſpecula- 
tion. I commit and commend theſe ſenti- 
ments to your candid and conſcientious ex- 
amination : I am ſure your underſtanding will 
diſcern their juſtice; and I hope your inte- 
grity will prompt you to acknowledge it. 


I now beg leave to introduce an expoſtu- 


lation on behalf of Archdeacon Paley ; towards 
whom you have atted with ſuch left-handed. 


friendſhip, as to render it very queſtionable, | 


whether you can make your peace with him, 
by perſuading him to take the kindneſs of your 
will as a palliation of the injuriouſneſs of your 
deed. The Archdeacon had evidently fallen 
into an unfortunate miſtake, on the ſubje& of 
ſubſcription. What © the clergy of the Dean- 

0 


t 
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* ery of Kerrier” thought of his ſentiments on 
this ſubject, I preſume not to ſurmile : but this 
I am convinced of, that ninety-nine * hun- 
dredths of the clergy, and laity too, in this king- 
dom, would pronounce the Archdeacon's opi- 
nions to be moſt lax and erroneous. It is re- 
markable, that out of the Archdeacon's work, 
you have ſelected, with ſingular infelicity, the 
very worſt paſſage that can poſſibly be found 
in it;—a paſſage containing ſentiments noto- 
riouſly inaccurate; which ſentiments you pro- 
duce, not only to corroborate them by your 
adoption, but to diſtort their meaning ſtill 
wider from truth, by ſubjoining four words as 
an explanatory addition. But, Sir, on this 
ſubject I have another obſervation to make: 
you pronounce, that every man who is not 
ſatisfied with what Archdeacon Paley has ſaid 
in this caſe, muſt be either an enthuſiaſt or a 
hypocrite. Now, Sir, be ſo good as to point 
out, with which of theſe two appellations we 
are to compliment Dr. Croft: for, Sir, Dr. 
Croft is not ſatisfied with Archdeacon Paley's 
explanations. When you are at leiſure, pray 
turn this in your mind: for, as a friend and 
admirer of Dr. Croft's learning and abilities, 


1 am a little anxious to know with which of 
theſe 


15 
theſe gentle denominations you will conde- 
ſcend to favour him. 
I have already hinted at your explanatory 
addition to Archdeacon Palcy's declaration : 
I muſt again recur to this ſubjeckt. The Arch- 
deacon, after enumerating © Abettors of Pope- 
ry, Anabaptiſts, and Puritans,” ſays * Theſe 
three denominations of perſons ought not to 
& ſubſcribe, the thirty-nine Articles. Here 
the Archdeacon ends; and you (either by way 
of rounding the period, or caricaturing his 
ſentiment) ſubjoin * but all others may.” Your 
modeſt expanſion of the Archdeacon's opi- 
nion has given occaſion to Dr. Hawker to. re- 
mark, that if this be true, an Arian or Socinian 
might ſign the firſt Article. I beg leave to 
add, that upon this principle of yours, an In- 
fidel may ſubſcribe the whole thirty-nine. Unleſs 
you are better qualified © rightly to divide 
* the word of truth,” than you are to define 
maxims of eccleſiaſtical polity, I would re- 
commend you to ſuſpend your theological and 
other controverſies: at leaſt do not reſume. 
them, till by ſtudying the firſt ſix books of 
Euclid, and Duncan's Logic, you attain a 
clearer conception of ideas, and a more ac- 
curate mode of expreſſing them, 
C 2 You 


16 


You charge Dr. Hawker with © cqntend- 
« ing for. the literal conſtruttion of the Arti- 
& cles.“ And, what conſtruction ſhould he 
contend for? a metaphorical one? I appre- 
hend, Sir, that you will find, that the declara- 
tion prefixed to the Articles pronounces and 
inſiſts, that they ſhall be taken in the literal 
and grammatical ſenſe. Had the Articles 
been compoſed by Oſſian, in a fit of poetic 
frenzy, there might have been ſome ground 
for your objettion to their literal acceptation. 
As this was not the caſe, I muſt pay a tribute 
of admiration to the eaſe with which you con- 
ceive objeQions, and the temerity with which 
you introduce them to notice. But among all 
the circumſtances that have ever excited my 
aſtoniſhment, I can recolle& no one ſo whim- 
ſically abſurd, as your endeavour to convict 
Dr. Hawker of being a tranſubſtantialiſt : an 
attempt more childiſhly trifling, or more of- 
z | fenſively ridiculous, 1 believe never was pra- 
jetted. I really know not how to account for 
the appearance of this paſſage in your letter; 
but by ſuppoſing that ſome one of the friends 
| - that ſtood at your elbow during your writing, 
| | ſuggeſted this paragraph, in order to try how 
readily you would accept a hint, and how 
blindly you, would adopt it. 
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In your ſecond letter to Dr. Hawker, you 


ſay, © for the meaning of Regeneration, I re- 


« fer you to Archbiſhop Secker, Dr. Ibbot, 
& Dr. Clarke, Mr. Peters, &c. &c.” Now, 
Sir, as you have not told us who theſe gentle- 
men are, whom you deſcribe by the odd title 
&e. &c. I forbear to exerciſe any conjecture. 
This may be a new mode of quoting auto- 
rities; I am ſure it is a very convenient one; 
for it renders an author's references compleatly 
unanſwerable, and ſecures them from any de- 
tection of inaccuracy. I confeſs, that when 
I firſt read this. reference to theſe ſelf-ſame 
&c. &c. I thought that you might include in 
this vague and very comprehenſive denomina- 
tion our learned Hopkins, (who has written 
very largely on this ſubjeQ) or Pearſon, or 


Biſhop Taylor, or ſome of our venerable re- 


formers. But this notion I was ſpeedily com- 
pelled to refign; for I found that it was im- 
poſſible that you could intend to refer to any 
of theſe Divines; ſince, on the ſubje of Re- 
generation, their opinions and yours bear not 
a ſhadow of reſemblance, 

Your appeal to Dr. Clarke, for the orthodox 


_ dottrine of Regeneration, is juſt as unfortunate 
as your reference to Archdeacon Paley on the 


ſubject of Subſcription. Perhaps, Sir, you 
| | may 


18 


may be yet to learn, that Dr, Clarke was deemed 
by moſt of his contemporaries to be a Socinian;® 
and ſince his death he has never ranked higher, 
in the eſtimation of any ſound Churchman, 
than an Arian. When, therefore, we hear a 
boaſted Trinitarian appealing to Dr. Clarke, 
as the model of his religious faith, f we muſt 
either ſuſpe& that he never read his works; 
or, if he. ever did read them, that he had not 
the penetration to diſcover their character and 
tendency. | | 

From your quotation of Biſhop Warburton, 
in your title-paget; and from what you have 
added, to the ſame effett, in the body of your - 
letter, on the ſubject of adminiſtering holy 

* « A Book written by Dr. Samuel Clarke, in favor of Socinianiſm, 
« was ſtrittly reprehended. See A Hiſtory of England, in a Series 
of Letters from a Nobleman to his Son. Vol, 2. Page 126. 

+ It is impoſſible, that an Arian ſhould hold, what genuine Trini- 
tatians eſſeem the orthodox doctrine of Regeneration: for it is the 
eſſence of his creed, to cut up this doQtrine by the roots. 

+ Here is another inſtance of Mr. P.'s unfortunate knack at awk- 
ward quotations. Poor Biſhop Warburton wrote many wiſe ſentences ; 
but here it ſeems, he had fallen into a paſſion; and like moſt paſſionate 
men, he dropt a haſty, and unjuſtifiable aſſertion. — — 

A friend ſhould kide his friend's inſirmities:“ 
But Mr. Polwhele, inſtead of letting the Biſhop's unguarded ſally fink 
into oblivion; ſingles it out, and drags it forth to light. We have 
heard much of the misfortunes that attend authors ; but the greateſt 
that I can conceive any one to ſuffer, is that of being quoted by Mr. 


Polwhele. 
offices 
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offices at what you call unſeaſonable hours; 
it appears, that you would make your readers 
believe, that Dr. Hawker, by opening his 
church on Sunday evenings for performance 
of Divine ſervice, is guilty of an irregular 
act, which has no' countenance from the prac- 
tice of any of his clerical brethren. If you 
can impreſs this idea on your fellow-ſojourners 
in that obſcure corner of Cornwall, which you 
inhabit; you may: but believe me, Sir, the 
public at large are not to be ſo impoſed upon. 
They have eyes, and ears, and recollection, in 
as much perfection, as the poets, the review- 
ers, or the compilers of religious jeſt books ; 
and by exerciſing theſe their faculties, they 
learn, that Dr. Hawker, far from being fingular 
in this inſtance, has many (God grant he may 
have more) -coadjutors in this admirable 
ſcheme, of providing proper and edifying em- 
ployment for their pariſhioners, on the evening 
of the Sabbath. I am very deſirous of pointing 
out to your notice (though I fear it is uſeleſs.to 
recommend to your imitation) two reſpedtable 
Clergymen of Bath“; who officiate every Sun- 
day, in the Free Church in that City, at what 
you call © unſeaſonable and uncanonical 
hours. II ſhall expect ſoon to hear, that 


The Rev. Mr. Daubeny, and the Rev. Mr. Smitk.. : 
| in 
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in the impartiality of your zeal againſt all who 
labour more than yourfelf, you have attacked 
theſe exemplary Miniſters; and called them 
„ fattious perſons, turners of Churches into 
© Conventicles,” &. Pray, do not ſpare 
them. Although they are endeared to every 
man, that has a heart to eſteem and acknow- 
ledge worth, by their nobly difintereſted and 
gratuitous performanee of the ſervice of this 
Church; yet, that need not prevent you from 
abuſing them : on the contrary, if we may judge 
from'paſt facts, a circumſtance like this conſti- 
tutes the very beſt qualification for their be- 
coming the ſubjects of Mr. Polwhele's ridicule 
and invettive. But I haſten to take my leave of 
you. Vet ere I withdraw myſelf from your 
notice, let me preſent you with a few words of 
advice. Be perſuaded to read more, and write 
leſs: and among the favoured ſubjeRs of your 
ſtudy, let the Bible ſtand firſt and foremoſt.* | 
And then, in the courſe of a few years, you 
may be qualified to encounter Dr. Hawker on' 
better terms. At preſent he has too much the 
advantage in Scriptural knowledge, to allow 
you any chance of ſucceſs, The time which 


* e Petite hinc juveneſque ſeneſque 
Finem animo certum, miſeriſque viatica canis. 
PERS1VUS, Sat, v. 
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you have ſpent in courting the Muſes, and 
hunting for provincial Anecdotes and ruſty 
relics, he has devoted to the conſtant ſtudy of 
the Word of God, and an attentive obſerva- 
tion of human nature, in thoſe ſcenes of ſick- 
neſs and diſſolution where the ſcience of the 
heart may be moſt advantageouſly acquired. 
* Go and do likewiſe.” Let it be your daily 
and hourly care, to watch over the ſpiritual 
concerns of thoſe among whom you miniſter ; 
“ remembering the ſolemn account which you 
4 muſt one day give before the judgment-ſeat 
& of Jeſus Chriſt,” of every talent committed 
to your truſt; and, eſpecially, of the commiſ- 
ſion which you bear, of the © miniſtry of re- 
« conciliation.” I would that this conſidera- 
tion might prevail with you. But, if that be 
a loſt hope; if you perſiſt in vilifying that 
worth, which excites your envy, while it fails 
to prompt your emulation; if you continue to 
| adminiſter food to the © broad mirth of un- 
« feeling folly,” by your farcical produQtions, 
ſome few may laugh with you; but I fear the 
generality of mankind will laugh at you. In 
the mean time, the friends of humanity will 
weep over your diſgrace ;-and the Chriſtian 
will find exerciſe for his charity, in praying 
for your amendment. I am, 
Reverend Sir, | 
2 & c. &c, &c. 
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MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS ON THE IGNORANCE, 
ARROGANCE, AND SCURRILITY OF THE ANTI- 
JACOBIN REVIEWERS, 
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I Make no apology, for annexing the follow- 
ing obſervations, on the conduct of the mana- 
gers of the Anti- Jacobin review, to the fore- 
going letter to Mr. Polwhele. His conveni- 
ent and intimate connection with theſe perfons 
is unqueſtioned. I wiſh it was as creditable 
to both parties, as it is evident to the world. 
When firſt the above-mentioned Review 
was announced, very fanguine expectations 
were entertained, of the ſupport which it might 
be inſtrumental in affording to the cauſe of 
loyalty, religion, and impartial criticiſmn. The 
Anti-Jacobin Examiner had attained a very 
honourable eminence in the ſcale of public 
eſteem, From the coincidence of the title, 
| „ many 
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many perſons imagined, that ſome of the con- 
tributors to this newspaper were concerned in 
the publication of the Anti- Jacobin Review. 
In this point, however, they were ſoon unde- 
ceived. The utter diſparity of merit in the 
two publications, inconteſtibly proyed the 
diverſity of their conduQtors.* * From that 
period, the evidence of this fact has been re- 
ceiving a monthly corroboration: and ſo com- 
pletely have the eyes of the public been opened 
to the poverty of this publication; that I am 
informed the bookſellers are continually re- 
ceivibg directions from their cuſtomers to diſ- 
continue the purchaſe of it. A friend of mine, 
being lately in Bath, and wiſhing to ſhew to a 
companion a very ridiculous article in the 
Review for the preceding month, enquired 
among his acquaintance, if any one could fur- 
niſh him with it. In ſpite of his utmoſt aſſi- 
duity, and a very extenſive ſearch, he remained 
* The Anti-Jacobin Reviewers have more than once aſſured their 
ava Lan ths no conneftion with the contributors to the Ex- 
They really might have ſpared themſelves this trouble. The 
. ot the public rendered this an act of ſupererogation. 
Theſe Reviewers, by declining the examination of all works which it 
required any depth of learning to criuciſe, and by the blundering 
report which they gave of many of the works which they have ven- 
tured to criticiſe, have long made it impoſſible for any man iu his ſenſes 
to ſuſpeR, that any wniter, poſleſſed of cultivated talents, was concemed 

in the ſupply of this-journal 


unſuc- 


unſucceſsful. At length he thought of having 
recourſe to ſome of the public libraries and 
reading rooms. — There it had long been pro- 
ſcribed. This reſult of his reſearches led him 
to a diſcovery of the general ſentiment enter- 
tained of this Review; and he obſerved, that 
the opinions of ſeveral perſons of learning and 
judgment coincided in characterizing it, as 
ſeldom riſing above ſtupidity, except when 
it aſpired to ſcurrility. 

This remark brings me to the point, which 
I contemplated, in taking up my pen to diſcuſs 
ſome of the demerits of this Review. I re- 
member, in one of the early numbers, the 
conduQtors of it hinted their having been 
charged with “' foul calumny ;” and dared 
any one to ſubſtantiate, or even repeat the ac- 
cuſation. Careleſs of their reſentment, and 
heedleſs of their defiance, I now thus publicly 
accuſe them of moſt wanton, ſcandalous, and 
infamous calumny, directed againſt a man, 
whoſe exemplary conduct and extenſive know- 
ledge have long ago obtained for him, and 
to this moment ſecured to him the reſpect and 
eſteem of all who have any knowledge of his 
habits and qualifications. I mean the Vice- 
Principal of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford. Per- 
. haps the conduQtors of the Review will ſeek 
10 
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to ſhield themſelves behind the plea, that the 
article which contained the defamation, was 
furniſhed by a correſpondent ; to whoſe ve- 
racity and integrity they truſted, and thereby 
were miſled. If this is urged in palliation, I 
ſhall repel it as utterly inſufficient, 

This apology does by no means exonerate 
them from the guilt of this tranſattion ; for, 
in ſuch a caſe, the want of caution is criminal: 
and, if we give them credit for their aſſertion, 
that they really were the dupes of deception 
and credulity, it will remain for us to exer- 
ciſe our indignant admiration, on diſcovering 
how groſsly the folly of one man may be im- 
poſed upon by the villaim of another. 

There is a circumſtance relating . to this 
matter which is highly worthy of attemion ; 
as it ſets in a very ſtrong and clear light the 
impartiality, candor, and honefly of theſe Re- 
viewers. The letter which contained the 
virulent defamation of the Vice-Principal was 
ſpeedily inſerted. But a letter, which was ſent 
to them in vindication of him, was kept back 
three or four months. I forbear to comment 
on this circumſtance. Common ſenſe will 
teach us the interpretation of this fymptom ; 
and common honeſty will diſpoſe us to de- 
teſt it, | 


That 
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That the worthy and learned Vice-Princi- 
pal has not brought the publiſher of this in- 
famous calumny before a court. of judicature, 
is, doubtleſs, to be attributed to chat generoſity 
and amiability, which, though they could not 
protect him from ſlander, incline him heroi - 
eally to forgive it. 1 confeſs, while I admire 
his forbearance,, I lament; that through his 
exerciſe of it, an aſſaſſin eſcapes with impunity. 
Of the unfair and ungene tous attacks which 
the Anti- Jacobin Reviewers, under the- maſk 
of loyalty,, have made upon ſeveral of the 
firmeſt friends of their country, and the mall 
uſeful members of ſociety, I ſhall not at pre- 
fent condeſcend to take notice. To fallow 
them in their career of malignant criticiſm, in 
ſearch. of any tecompence to our toil, would 
be: to wade through a ſlough, in purſuit of an 
ignis fatuus,, I fhall therefare only remark, 
that theſe: eritics, by the ſeope vhich they have 
given to their feelings. af envy, jealouſy, and 
party-{pirit,, have excited ſuch diſguſt in the. 
minds ok the ſober and rational part of man- 
kind, chat their intercſk as publiſhers, and their 
credit as weiters, haue ſuſtained an irreparable 
injury. It is really curious to obſerve, with 
how much juſtneſs and congruity the practice 
of certain vices is accompanied with ſuch a 
degree 
% 


degree of infatuation, as leads the offender 
blindly to become the unconſcious inſtru- 
ment of his own retribution.* - 

I believe every intelligent reader of the 
Review under conſideration, has met with fre- 
quent occaſion to admire the arrogance and 
temerity with which the writers of it haye 
ſtepped beyond their province, and ſoared 
above their ſphere. In no inſtances has this 
indiſcreet vanity diſplayed itſelf more openly 
and groſsly than in their reviews of works on 
theological fubjzetts. On theſe occaſions they 
have committed blunders, from which a know- 
ledge of their catechiſm might have preſerved 
them; and hazarded aſſertions which any 
pariſh clerk could diſprove. Whatever may 
be their knowledge of Belles Lettres and po- 
litics, (and I believe it is very moderate) they 
are certainly and oſtenſibly diſqualified to diſ- 
cuſs ſubjetts of Divinity: and when we ſee 
them labouring to explain what they have 
never comprehended, and to decide on points 
which they have not the {kill to argue, we la- 
ment their dereliction of the homely, but ſa- 
lutary maxim, © Sutor ne ultra crepidam.” , 


®* Eixog yag iyxtiperra x TparTHy Kaxws. 
SOPHOCL1S ELECTRA, |. 1032. 
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When we find writers dogmatical on difficult 
ſubjedcts, it affords more than a preſumption, 
that they are, at leaſt, ignorant, in the ſame 
degree as they are poſitive.* Illuſtrations of 
this circumſtance may be obtained at wholeſale 

from the Anti-Jacobin Review. It is to be 
wiſhed that Critics were men of tolerable read- 
ing. We ſhould not then hear one pronouncing 
the maintainers of the neceſſary connexion 
between faith and good works, © concealed 
& Calviniſts;” for the Critic would then know, 
that this connexion was inculcated and demon- 
ſtrated by the learned Arminian Doctor Iſaac 
Barrow. Neither ſhould we hear another 
Critic inſinuating, that the maintenance of the 
above-mentioned doctrine, was a ground for 
impeaching the attachment of the holder of it 


to the eſtabliſhed church: for the critic, i, he 


had read as he ought, would have known that 
the excellent Hooker explicitly and repeatedly 


— 


aſſerted this doctrine.—— Neither ſhould we 


find another Critic calling certain doctrines 
the produce and charatteriſtic of a new 
„School:“ for, if he had been at all acquainted 
with the works of Andrews, Hopkins, Beve- 
ridge, Charnock, or their contemporaries; he 


Hut #40TWIarTH FATTY Xa; oPanuoiov, 
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E would 


would have known, that the preſent ſupporters 
of theſe doArines received them from a 
School“ of no ſmall antiquity, and very 
great reſpectability: to which“ School” I am 
anxious to ſend the Anti- Jacobin Reviewers, { 
that they may become acquainted with ſome 
of the firſt rudiments of Divinity. I hope this 
hint will not be thrown away upon them; and 
I will promiſe them, by way of encouragement, 
that if they improve by my advice, I will, one 
day or other, favour them with ſome more of it. 
It was with feelings more than uſually indig- 
nant, that I lately read the name of Archdeacon 
Paley, in one of the pages of the Anti-Jacobin 
Review, accompanied with epithets, as inappli- 
cable to his fiterary character, as any that could 
poſſibly have been invented. Whoever was 
the writer of that article in the Review, he = 
ſtands convicted, on the internal evidence of 
his on language and ſtyle, of inſufferable 
preſumption, in attempting to give an eſtimate 
of Archdeacon Paley's abilities : and while, in 
the vanity of his mind, he thus dares to depreci- 
ate talents, which ſet at nought his puny compre- 
henſion; he can only be compared to a pigmy, 
ſcanning the dimenſions of a Coloſſus. Altho' 
I utterly abjure ſome of Dr. Paley's opinions; 
I muſt affert the general ſoundneſs of his 
under- 


underſtanding, and the perſpicuity of his lan- 
gnage: and my own head mult ſuſſer ſome con- 
ſiderable derangement, before I can join this 
pertinacious critic in impeaching the “ clear. 
* neſs” of the Archdeacon's.— The Horæ Pau- 
ling of this writer, is a work that entitles him 
to the hearty thanks and high eſteem of every 
ſtudent in Theology -O ſi ſic omnia !—but I 
forbear.— Let us“ be candid where we can” 
— 1 am afraid the Anti- Jacobin Reviewers 
find that to be no where. | 

But it is almoſt time for me to have done 
with theſe Gentlemen A longer diſcuſ- 
ſion would only be warranted by a better 
ſubject.— Vet I muſt add, that in common 
with many others, I feel an anxious concern ' 
for the reformation of our literary journals. 
The Britiſh Critic is indeed admirably con- 
ducted, on ſound principles, and with real 
ability. The contributors to it have mani- 
ſeſted themſelves uſeful friends and maintain- 
ers of the cauſe of impartial criticiſm, genuine 
loyalty, and true religion. In this honour- 
able exertion I ſhould rejoice to ſee them ſup- 
ported by ſome ally that poſſeſſed the inclina- 
tion and ability to ſecond their endeavours. 

The Anti-Jacobin Reviewers, it is true, pro- 
feſſed to ſupport the ſame cauſe with them; 

| | but, 
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but, either through inſincerity, or imbecillity, 
they have miſerably betrayed it.* They have 
relinquiſhed the character of the public guar- 
dians of literature and morality, in order to 
aſſume the office of trumpeterst to a few ob- 
zeAs of their ꝓrivate and perſonal attachment; 


* Such conduct is admirably characterized by Sophocles: 
H dene td Afygoar EE aHεEhœRE 
ELECTRA, |. 1043. 
Konten d“ ir aTian ovy thiudtow airxeo Lvudoc. 
PuiLOCTETES, I. 863. 


If I could have found a word equally expreſſive of my ſentiments, 
I would have ſubſtituted it in the place of the one which I have here 
uſed, leſt the delicate perceptions of the Reviewers, in queſtion, ſhould 
be offended. Among the ſubjefts of their © fooliſh fondneſs” we 
find the Reverend and voluminous author, to whom the letter prefixed 
to theſe remarks is addreſſed ; and had it not been for their ſoothing 
condolence and vindication, I know not how he would have ſurvived 
his expulſion from the literary club at Exeter. But he is not the only 
obje of their paſſionate adnuration. A very reſpettable Clergyman 
of Bath has of late become a dangerous rival to the Vicar of Manac- 
can. His works have been brought before us every month, during the 
laſt half year, with ſuch prolixity of remark, quotation, and panegyric, 
that thoſe that liked his writings beſt, now almoſt ſicken at their titles. 
I really feel for this gentleman. He has enough ſolid merit of his 
own, on which to build a very honorable literary reputation: and if I 
can at all eſtimate his feelings, from what I know of his character; I am 
fure, he muſt be highly offended with the Anti-Jacobin Reviewers, 
for their outrageous proſtitution of applauſe ; and alſo apprehenſive, 
that the world will conclude, that where ſuch an exce/s of cntical deco- 
ration is heaped upon an author, there is ſome defett or deformity that 
requires concealment. I doubt not, that this gentleman will write (if 
he has not already written) to the conduttors of the Review, to intreat 
them not to encumber him any more with their prepoſterous plaudits. 


and 
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and of defamers of the many objects of their 
perſonal envy and private diſlike. The open 
and daring hoſtility which has long been exer- 
ciſed by the Critical, Monthly, and Analytical 
Reviewers, againſt all that is honeſt, honour- 
able, or valuable to man, increaſes our regret, 
that any of thoſe who profeſs to countera& 
their iniquity, ' ſhould miſtake the means, and 
want the ability, to effect ſo needful and de- 
firable an atchievment. I have now ſtated a 
few plain obſervations, on a ſubje& of public 


concern, As I have grounded my remarks 


on facts, which are inconteſtible, and admit of 


. eaſy reference, I feel no apprehenſion of an 


impeachment of their validity, If the Anti- 
Jacobin Reviewers are wiſe, they will be 
filent. They cannot diſprove my aſſertions: 
they dare not defy a ſcrutiny :—It is true, they | 
may compliment me with abuſe; which it is 
conſiſtent with their habits and principles to 
employ ; and which it is in uniſon with my 
temper and practice to deſpiſe. In truth, they 
have reaſon to be obliged to me. I have diſ- 
cloſed to them ſome circumſtances to which 
their vanity. may hitherto have blinded them : 


and I have given them a few hints, which, if 


adopted, may enable them, in ſome meaſure, 
to elevate their fallen character, In devoting 


my 
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'my time to the expoſure of their errors, I have 
entitled myſelf to their hearty acknowledg- 
ments: and if there ſhould be any one among 

them who underſtands Latin, I hope he will 
prepare for inſertion in the next number of the 
Review, an Alcaic Ode, in celebration of my 
condeſcenſion. | 
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